The editors reminded professor Leite that the three-year evaluation process of CAPES would cause a relative disagreement for the reclassifi cation of the journals, since several Brazilian journals will have their impact factor increased or published for the fi rst time during 2010, mainly those that have just been indexed in the ISI. In addition, these journals would have to wait for three years to change their classifi cation in the new QUALIS! Another aspect that was questioned by the editors is related to the choice of the impact factor published by the JCR as the ONLY and universal index to assess the quality of the journals. There is a high standard deviation in the impact factors of different journals. Certainly, that is the reason why CAPES used the median of these indexes to analyze the scientifi c production of graduate programs. Actually, according to this criterion, some medical specialties, such as those related to surgery, have their best journals with a lower impact factor, which might result in a bias that could be extremely unfavorable for them.
Both the editors and CAPES agree that valuing the Brazilian journals is important for the Brazilian scientifi c growth and development. With the purpose of keeping and stimulating this virtuous cycle, it is necessary to promote and foster the citation of articles published by Brazilian authors, intensify the efforts of editors, reviewers and authors to increase the quality of the articles and, on the other hand, make sure that the governmental agencies, especially CAPES and CNPq, provide support for the management of the fi nancial resources and qualitative classifi cation of the journals.
The results of these discussions were presented in several meetings attended by editors, coordinators of graduate programs and researchers, and new suggestions were made. The ideas described below will be used as the conclusion of this editorial and, at the same time, we hope that they serve as an important tool to convince the agencies to change the criteria of journal classifi cation in the QUALIS system of CAPES. Our suggestions are as follows:
• The qualitative analysis of the Brazilian journals should be reassessed and it should not include only the Impact Factor published by the JCR; • The specifi c characteristics of each area of interest or each specialty should be taken into consideration and respected; • The Brazilian publishing industry, in contrast with what happens in other countries where it is fi nanced by private investors, is fi nancially supported by public and private universities and scientifi c associations; • Brazilian journals need to receive more support and stimuli, which may be provided as: fi nancial remuneration for editors, fi nancial support for journals, greater visibility for national journals abroad, more objective and encompassing criteria for the qualitative classifi cation, and support based on the performance of each journal; • Support for the internationalization of scientifi c journals by fostering the professionalization of the editorial process and promotion of the journals in other countries; • Continuous update of the journal classifi cation system within the new QUALIS with no need to wait for the three-year period of assessment; • Participation of scientifi c associations (ABEC, AMB, among others) in the decision-making process regarding the QUALIS system of CAPES; • Strong stimulation of citations directly in the source of scientifi c production, that is, graduate programs (for instance, recommending that graduate programs classifi ed as 6 or 7), in addition to being required to have a percentage of articles published in journals with high impact factor, should also have a percentage of articles published in Brazilian journals. This measure includes both ends of the scientifi c production, since young and future researchers begin their careers publishing in national journals under the supervision of experienced researchers.
In conclusion, to show its agreement with all these measures and its concern with the consequences of the new QUALIS of CAPES and other evaluation procedures of journals, ABEC devoted three days to the forum of the areas during its last National Meeting of Scientifi c Editors, which was held in November 2009. During this meeting, members of the staff of CAPES and editors of all the areas of scientifi c knowledge held long discussions on this topic and came up with the suggestion of the Forum of the Areas Guidelines of the 12th National Meeting of Scientifi c Editors -2009, which will be timely sent to all the Brazilian sponsoring agencies, which should be done periodically because this is a continuous process.
